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Afghanistan in the context of Russian and Chinese projects

Abstract. In this article, the authors consider issues related to the current situation in Afghanistan
after the withdrawal of American troops. A country that has been in a state of political chaos for
the past forty years, accompanied by a bloody civil war. Today, Afghanistan is characterized as
a «fail state», a hotbed of global drug trafficking, corruption, and Islamic fundamentalism. The
statement of the great Afghan thinker Muhammad Iqbal Lahori that «Afghanistan is the heart of
Asia, and if the heart loses peace, then Asia will lose peace» has become prophetic. The situation in
Afghanistan has shackled the attention of the world community to emerging problems. The chaos
generated in Afghanistan has a significant impact on events in the world, and primarily affects
the countries of Central Asia. Considering the second coming to power of the Taliban as a threat
to the spread of religious extremism and fundamentalism in the region, we practically do not pay
attention to the geopolitical consequences. The withdrawal of Americans from Afghanistan, in
fact, means that the countries of Central Asia have no geopolitical alternative to the dominance
of China and Russia in the region. Does this mean that the «new big game» and the struggle for
dominance over Central Asia has finally ended not in favor of the Anglo-Saxon world? remains
open. One thing is for sure that the current situation means that soon the strategy of the United
States and the EU in relation to Central Asia will be revised.
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and so it was with the regime of Muhammad
Najibullah, although it lasted for more than three
of US troops from vyears,and it was quite capable and controlled the

Afghanistan has created geopolitical tensions in
the Greater Central Asia region. No one in the
world imagined that the fall of President Ashraf
Ghani>s power would be so rapid. Twenty years
of American presence in the country, a trillion
dollars spent, broad international support could
not consolidate, or we can say legitimize power
among ordinary Afghans. History is cyclical,

situation in the country after the withdrawal of
Soviet troops. The fall of President Ghani>s power
is no longer an urgent problem, the problem of
the post-American structure of the country and
the role of US geopolitical rivals in the region,
such as Russia and China, comes to the fore.
Officially, Moscow [1] and Beijing [2] have not
yet recognized the legitimacy of the new Afghan
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government but have stated that they are ready
to cooperate under certain conditions. For Russia
and China, the Taliban movementhas alwaysbeen
a threat to their national interests in the Central
Asian region. Because their first coming to power
in 1996 was met with apprehension by Moscow
and Beijing and was recognized as a terrorist, and
when the American campaign in Afghanistan
began in 2001. China and Russia did not hinder,
but on the contrary, sought to coordinate their
actions together with the Americans.

Since the situation in the region has changed
a lot, the withdrawal of Americans from
Afghanistan, can it mean the closure of the
American project «Greater Central Asia»? How
will further developments develop in the region,
will the region turn into a zone of exclusive
interests of Moscow and Beijing? These issues are
on the agenda for modern world politics, and in
this study, we will try to reveal them.

Research methodology

As part of the study, the authors were based
on the principles and paradigms characteristic
of the school of political neorealism. In the work,
a set of methods determined by the purpose
and objectives of the study, as well as the logic
of the study, were chosen as methodological
foundations. The methods of scientific analysis,
synthesis, and political forecasting and modeling
are used in the work.

Russia>s interests in Afghanistan

For Russia, the Taliban was a threat, but the
Kremlin perceives Central Asia as a zone of
exclusive influence, and CSTO allies and the last
military bases in the post-Soviet space are mainly
located there. Dislike of the Taliban in the mid-
90s was because at that time Russia was in a
political and economic crisis accompanied by the
growth of pan-Islamism and ethnic separatism, in
the Caucasus and the Volga region. The coming
to power of the Taliban in 1996 was perceived
as a threat to open a new front of confrontation
on the southern borders. Russia>s inaction in
relation to the seizure of the northern regions of

Afghanistan and the subsequent withdrawal of
the Taliban to the southern borders of the CIS.
It was in the autumn of 1996 that the request
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for assistance
to Uzbekistan if Tashkent was attacked by the
Taliban was ignored, which led to the suspension
of Uzbekistan»s activities within the CSTO.

The Taliban was a kind of «scarecrow» for
the Central Asian republics, which tried to
distance themselves from Moscow. The threat of
penetration into Central Asia was beneficial to
Russia, as it allowed the Kremlin to manipulate
secular and authoritarian regimes in the region.
The complicated strained relations between
Russia and the Taliban did not allow Russia to
take an active part in economic developments
in the region. The support of the leaders of the
Northern Alliance, the former main enemy
of the Soviet troops in Afghanistan, Ahmad
Shah Massoud, and the deposed President
Burhanuddin Rabbani, made it impossible for
any dialogues between the Taliban and Russia.
The situation was aggravated by the fact that the
Taliban recognized the independence of Ichkeria
[3] (the Chechen Republic) and arrested a Russian
plane in Kandahar. Then, for the Central Asian
republics, the Northern Alliance was positioned
as the force that could stop the penetration of
religious extremism into Central Asia, since both
Uighur separatists and militants of the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan fought on the side of
the Taliban.

Chinas interests in Afghanistan

Over the centuries, China and Afghanistan had
had warm and reciprocal relationships mostly
in trade and economic affairs until the Soviet
military troops invaded in 1979. During the US
control (2001-2021) the territory interests of China
were limited to the minimum only remaining
to have the trade cooperation between the two
countries [4]. However, the PRC has not followed
any political priority, as it had no strong influence
on the region. Chinese interests have been raised
recently as the US military base announced to
leave the Afghan territory. The official Beijing has
changed its position from long-term disinterest
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to close cooperation toward Afghanistan. In very
deed, strategically Afghanistan would be an ideal
corridor for Beijing to realize its “March to the
West” policy by extending the economic and
political influence on the Greater Central Asian
region and the Middle East [5].

Sino-Afghan relations have experienced
many types of stages since the September 11
terror attack in New York which affects China’s
role and place in the region. In the 2000s, many
experts forecast that China would probably play
an important role in the economic and political
life of Afghanistan by implementing the BRI [6].

Biden’s decision on the immediate withdrawal
of the US forces from Afghanistan made China use
the current situation and build up economic and
security interests in the region. Economic interests
emanate from China>s high-tech industry, which
is dependent on rare metals while Afghan soil
is rich in lithium. Lithium is one of the main
elements of big-capacity lithium-ion batteries,
which are broadly applied in electric vehicles
and renewable energy sources. Respectively,
China is the world leader in producing lithium-
ion battery sources products and may search for
channels to negotiate with the Taliban to get a
beneficial agreement on the rights of ownership
of lithium mining areas.

Afghanistan’s mineral deposits are estimated
at approximately $3 trillion, especially rich in rare
earth, copper, chromium, bauxite, oil, natural
gas, zinc, uranium, marble, and gold.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is also
one of the main priorities of Chinese economic
interests in the region. If Beijing negotiates
with Talibans, the BRI can be extended from
Pakistan to Afghan territory via Peshawar-Kabul
motorway accordingly providing new breath to
BRI to get access to the Middle East and beyond
easily and fast.

Discussion

We agree with the opinion that the real threat
posed by Afghanistan has been exaggerated and
is often economically and politically motivated
[7]. The Taliban is not interested in turning
Central Asia into an Islamic emirate, as they

are not able to do it. The Taliban does not have
the strength or the means for this purpose.
Any active intervention of the Taliban in the
affairs of the Central Asian states may lead to
conflict and the loss of power by the Taliban in
Afghanistan. The image of the Taliban movement
as a dangerous movement was formed for the
geological purposes of the leading states. The
Kremlin>s desire to spread its influence in the
world and the desire of the United States to
constantly increase its military presence is the
factor that determines the strategic importance of
the region. Despite many statements that Russia
is a partner of NATO and the United States in the
«war on terrorism,» the Kremlin considered the
presence of Americans in Afghanistan as part of a
larger White House plan to encroach on Russia>s
security.

The withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan
is characterized as the main geopolitical failure
of American policy in the Central Asian region,
and, accordingly, the success of the policies of
Russia and China. However, several experts
believe that the White House was aware of the
situation of the Afghan army, about the mood
in society, and knew that the government of
Ashraf Ghani would not last long, the only thing
was unknown how long it could last. When
President Joe Biden was asked if there would be
a repeat of the events of 1975 when soon after
the withdrawal of American troops, the Saigon
regime fell under the blows of North Vietnamese
troops. Then-President Biden said, «Taliban is
not the North Vietnamese army [8]». According
to the assumptions of the American military
leadership, the Afghan government forces had to
at least keep strategic facilities, major transport
highways, and major cities under control. This
would allow the government to ensure viability
and continue to be an ally of the United States in
the region.

The United States admitted the possibility
of ties between the Taliban and Russia, experts
reported, but Russia denied the existence of ties
[9]. However, the Pentagon and the White House
did not assume that China and Russia would
move closer to the Taliban since there were
the above differences. The United States was
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confident that Russia would traditionally support
the anti-Taliban forces in the face of ethnic Tajik
and Uzbek formations, and thus waited for a
repeat of the events of the fall of 1996.

So why did Russia and China enter close
relations? Firstly, it is dictated by the geopolitical
situation in the world. Increasing pressure on the
PRC attempts to isolate it from the world market
by building a belt of «countries loyal to the
USA» around the PRC. The active exaggeration
of events related to the «re-education camps»
and the support of anti-Chinese sentiments
in Muslim countries, and the continuation of
economic sanctions against Russia, force Beijing
and Moscow to change tactics in certain regions.
Russia and China need a force that can ensure the
security of transport corridors in Afghanistan,
and now the Taliban are the only force that suits
Moscow and Beijing. Afghanistan is primarily
necessary for Russia as a transport corridor
for the active penetration of Russian energy
resources into the markets of India and Pakistan.
Back in the mid-90s, Russia raised the question
of the expediency of negotiating with the Taliban
for the construction of a gas pipeline to India
and Pakistan. The TAPI gas pipeline, from which
Russia and China were «excluded», is becoming
relevant, and the possibility of Moscow and
Beijing participating in it is quite possible.

Results

When it comes to security interests, China
takes a clear, consistent, and relatively restrained
position on the Afghan issue [10]. On the issue
of Afghanistan, the main views of China and
the international community are largely the
same, but China has its own independent policy,
reflecting its own special interests, concerns, and
priority goals of China. China has many concerns
about Afghanistan, but the most visible one
is the security and stability in Xinjiang. China
maintains normal and good relations with the
Afghan government and is actively involved
in the economic reconstruction of Afghanistan,
providing it with financial support and other
China supports
assistance to Afghanistan but avoids direct

assistance. international

military intervention in Afghanistan. China
rarely criticizes the US war in Afghanistan but
doubts the effectiveness of the war and refuses to
join the Northern Distribution Network (NDN)
initiated by the United States. China opposes the
Taliban because the Taliban are closely associated
with East Turkestan - the Uyghur separatist
forces - but China has been wary of the Taliban to
avoid direct conflict with them. China supports
Afghans in their own governance of Afghanistan
and hopes that the Kabul process can go smoothly
so that the Afghan government can enjoy more
autonomy and take on more responsibility. At the
same time, China is also preparing for various
unexpected situations.

Faced with the challenges of the new situation,
China needs to do everything it can to help
Afghanistan achieve peace and stability, which
is in the best interests of China. China needs to
establish close relations not only with the central
government of Afghanistan but also with local
forces to strengthen the protection of Chinars
investment and economic interests. China needs
to maintain contact with the Taliban to be able
to communicate when needed. Both the Afghan
government and the United States hope the
Taliban can come to terms. China>s contact with
the Taliban should not be a political issue, and it is
an important way to exert constructive influence.
China should intensify its consultations with
neighboring countries and make full use of the
role of multilateral mechanisms, especially the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization. China also
needs to maintain cooperative relationships
with other major countries to ensure a smooth
transition in Afghanistan. On the question of
Afghanistan, the common interests of the major
powers are at a higher level. Finally, China needs
to be prepared for unexpected situations.

Conclusion

Afghanistan is the most important factor
in the formation of the Kremlins permanent
geographical strategy, which is mainly based
on dominance on the continent of Eurasia and
on the territory of the former Soviet Union,
which is strategically important in the process
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of maintaining Russia>s identity and status as a
«great power».

For Beijing, Afghanistan is primarily necessary
to overcome the geo-economic barrier in the
form of a «Loop of anaconda», with which the
United States is trying to surround the territory
of China. The Afghan direction is important in
the sense that it is possible to lay a route through
it to bypass the territory where the Kremlin or the
White House traditionally have strong positions.

The question of the essence of the Taliban
as a radical movement seeking to «capture» or
establish an Islamic Emirate in the region recedes
into the background. The Taliban understand
that their rapid success was due to several
factors, among which it is important that they
were seen as a force that could stop the civil war
in the country that has been going on for more
than 40 years. In addition, the Taliban now need
to consolidate their power in the country and
gain recognition of legitimacy abroad. Based
on this, it can be argued that the Taliban need
to somehow negotiate with China to restore the
economy because it is Beijing that can provide the

necessary investments to the Afghan economy.
Dialogue with Moscow is necessary, as the
Taliban are aware of the importance of the region
for Moscow.

The situation in Afghanistan after the
withdrawal of American troops, most experts
bring to the fore, the issues of possible export
of ideas of religious radicalism to the countries
of the region, the issue of a humanitarian
character, possible famine, and migration
crisis in the region. However, at the same time
leaving the issues of the «geopolitical lock» for
the countries of the region not considered. The
withdrawal of Americans from the region means
the closure of the Greater Central Asia project.
The transformation of the «new Afghanistan»
into a zone of exclusive interests of Beijing and
Moscow may mean that we are practically in
the grip of China and Russia, and any processes
in the region will proceed from the interests of
these powers. Whether this can be considered a
complete victory for the diplomacy of the Middle
Kingdom and the Kremlin, of course, time will
show.
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A.A. Epmex6aes’, 4.K. JKekenos?, C.C. Ypaabaes®
12 OA-Dapabu amvindazor Kasax yammork ynueepcumemi, Aamamul, Kasaxcman
3 Vxanv ynusepcumemi, Yxaro, Kvimait

Peceii men KpITarabiy )xo0aaaphl asCbIHAAFbI AyFaHCTaH

Anaartmia. Makaaaga asTopaap aMepMKaHABIK 9CKepAep IIbIFapblAFaHHaH KeliHri AyraHCTaHAaFbI JKaraali-
Fa KaTbICTBl Maceaeaepai KapacToipadbl. COHFBI KBIPBIK >KbIA illliHAe asaMaT COFBICBIMEH Oipre casicyu Xaoc
KarjaliblHa aifHaAFaH e, Kasipri TaHza AyFaHCTaH «C9TCi3 MeMAeKeT», 94eMAiK ecipTki TpaduriniH, cpibaiiaac
JKeMKOPABIK IIeH NCAaMABIK PyHAaMeHTaAM3MiHiH OIllaFbl peTiHAe curaTTadalbl. AyFaHCTaHHBIH V.ABI OMIIIBLADI
Myxamme Vkbaa JAaxopuaiy «AyraHCTaH-ABVSHBIH JKYperi, aa erep >KYpeK THIHBIIITHLIFBIHAH alibIpbIACa,
oHja A3us 0enbiTIIIAIKTI JKOFaaTaabl» AereH co3i KopinKkeaiaik 0044pl Aem alTyFa 004aAbl. AyFaHCTaHAAFbI
TyBIHAAFaH >KaFjall 94eMAiK KOFaMAacTBIKTHIH Ha3apbhlH ©3iHe ayJapabl. AyFaHcTaH/a Ialija 00AFaH Xaoc d1eM-
Aeri oKurasapra >KoHe eH aaAbiMeH OpTaablK A3nsl eadepiHe aliTapABIKTall ocep eTeAl geyre TOABIKTAll He-
ri3 Oap. TaanbaHHBIH O1AiKKe eKiHII KeAyiH aliMaKTaFbl AiHV DKCTpeMU3M MeH (PyHJaMeHTaAU3MHIH Tapaaly
KayIIi peTiHAe KapacThIpa OTHIPHIILL, Oi3 ic )Ky3iHAe OHBIH reocascy caljapblHa Hasap ayAapMaiiMbs. AMepu-
KaHABIKTapABIH AyfaHCTaHHaH KeTyi ic xysinde Opraasik Asus eagepinge Kpitait men Peceliging aiiMaKTarsl
ycTeMirine reocasicu OaaaMa Ka/AMaraHABIFBIH Oiagipeai aeyre 601a4p1. bya o3 keserine «>kaHa YAKEH OVIBIH»
>xoHe OpraablK, A3us yIIiH Kypec aHI10-CakCOH 9/4eMiHiH maligachiHa asKTaAMaraHABIFbIH Oiagipe me? Bya
Maceae 941 ©3 >KayaObIH TaIlllaFaHABIFBI aHBIK. KaabmTackaH >Kargaint skakpiH 0Ooaammakra AKI nen EO-ubiH
OpTaabik Asisira KaTBICTBI CTPaTeTHACH KaliTa KapalaThIHBIH 6iadipei Aelr aiiTyra 00AaAbl.

Tyiiina cesaep: Ayrancran, Kerrait, Peceit, Taan®an, «reocascu xyamn», OpTaablk A3usl.

A.A. Epmex6aes’, 4.K. JKekenos?, C.C. Ypaabaes®
12Kazaxcxkuti HAUUOHAADHYILL YHUsepcumem um. arv-Papadu, Aamamot, Kasaxcman
SYxanvckuil ynusepcumem, Yxano, Kumaii

Adranncran B KOHTeKcTe 1IpoekToB Poccym n Knras

Annoramis. B ganHoilt ctathbe aBTOPBI pacCcMaTPUBAIOT BOIIPOCH, CBsI3aHHLIE CO CAOKMBIIENCS CUTyal[u-
el B Ajranucrase 1ocae BHIBOJa aMepPUKAHCKMX BOMCK. DTO cTpaHa, KOTOpas BOT y>Ke Ha IPOTIKeHU!U II0-
CA@AHNX COPOKa AeT HaXOAMTCs B COCTOSHUMU ITOAUTUIECKOTO Xaoca, COITPOBOKAAIOIIErocs KPOBOIIPOAUTHOIM
rpaxkgaHckoit BoitHoit. Ceroans AdraHucTaH XapaKTepu3yeTcs KaK «HeCOCTOSIBIIeecs: TOCyAapCTBo», paccaj-
HIK MMPOBOTO HapKoTpaduKa, KOPPYILIUM U UCAaMCKOTo pyHJaMeHTaAnu3Ma. BrickaspiBanue BeAuKoro ag-
raHCKOTo MbIcanTeas Myxammega Vikbaaa /laxopu o ToM, 4TO «AdraHuctaH — 9TO ceparie A3UM, U eCAU cepalie
AUIINATCS TIOKOsA, TO A3Ms AMIINUTCSA MUpa» craau npopodeckumu. Curyanus B AdraHucrane ckobada BHU-
MaHMe MUPOBOIO coodIecTsa. Xaoc, IOPOXAEHHBIN B AdraHucrane, oKa3blBaeT CyIlleCTBeHHOe BAUsHIEe Ha
COOBITISI B MUPe U B TIePBYIO odepeab Ha cTpanbl LlenTpaanHoit Asun. PaccmaTpuBas BTOpoe HpUIecTsre K
BAaCTU TaAMOOB KaK YIPO3y pacIpOCTpaHeHNs PeAUTHO3HOTO SKCTpeMu3Ma U PyHAaMeHTaAu3Ma B PerroHe,
MBI IIPaKTUYEeCK) He oOpaljaeM BHMMaHIUe Ha TeOoOANTIIecKNe TT0CAeACTBIA. YX0 aMepuKaHIes 13 Adra-
HucTaHa (paKTUIeCKN O3HaudaeT, uTo y cTpaH LleHTpaanHOIT A31it He OCTaeTCs Te0NoAUTUIECKO aAbTePHATUBEI
AomuHyposannio Kutas u Poccun B permone. 3Ha4uT A1 9TO, UTO «HOBasA 00AbINas Urpa» 1 60pnda 3a rocroa-
cTB0 Haj LleHTpaapHol A3nneli OKOHUYaTeAbHO 3aBepIINANCH He B II0Ab3y aHIA0-CaKCOHCKOro mupa? Bompoc
ocTaeTcst OTKPHITEIM. OAHO MOYKHO C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh: CAOXKMBIIAACA CUTYyallls IIOKa3hIBaeT, 9To B CKO-
perimiem Oyaymem 0yayT nnepecmotpensl crparerunt CIIA u EC B otHomenun LentpaapHoit Asun.

Karouesnie caoBa: Adranucran, Kuraii, Poccns, «Taanban», «reomoantmdecknii 3aMok», LleHTpaabHast
Asus.
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