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The relevance of studying the problems of religious radicalism
in Kazakhstan

Abstract. This article deals with the threat of religious radicalism today. Particularly, focuses
on the spread of radicalism of false religious movements in the territory of Kazakhstan in the
early years of independence, after our country proclaimed itself a secular state, on the influence
on people’s minds, its negative impact on the country’s integrity, and the origin of radical
groups. It analyzes the reasons of the propaganda and spread of the ideology of Islamic radical
groups. Also, it provides an analysis of a terrible event known as Bloody January that happened
in Kazakhstan last year; and discusses the reasons why radicalization based on Salafi Jihadist
ideology often spreads among marginalized young people, and the causes they follow extremist
movemernts.
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Introduction

The radicalization of young people remains one of the most pressing problems in all societies.
It is clear that the continued radicalization of certain groups in our country, the dissemination of
their ideology and propaganda to young people via the Internet and the poisoning of the brains
of young people today pose a great threat to our country. The question arises as to why many
citizens leave a peaceful country and go to the bloody front in Syria for jihad.

What is the threat to the state of Kazakhstan from the «Islamic State» ideology that has
conquered parts of Iraq, Syria and Libya?

Among them, not only the citizens of the Middle East countries, but also the number of
citizens of Central Asia who went to Syria and Iraq to become mercenaries varies between 2 and
4 thousand people. These indicators represent 0.0001% of the total population of the region.!

But it’s not just a question of numbers. We are talking about a social disease that affects the
meaning of relationships in society. Some experts say that most of young people who went to
Syria live in a socially unstable situation, and that the unemployed young people are mercenary
citizens who «went to war for money», others say that no one is ready to die for money, the
problem is ideology.?

Sociologist Serik Beysembaev: «The main disadvantage of preventing religious extremism
and terrorism in Kazakhstan is the excessive emphasis on the theological aspect of the problem
of radicalization and the ignorance of the established social context. There are different views,

'Dasapa /leMoH 00 yrposax Teppopusma B LlenTpaasnoit Asun u 3a ee ipejeaamu https://www.caa-network.org/
archives/14501
*https://www.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan_round_table_islamic_state_religious_situation/27363852.html
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but most of the work is based on the view that radicalization is a consequence of low religious
literacy in the population.

At the same time, we forget that the process of dealing with radical ideology in our case has,
above all, socio-psychological roots. «Information and propaganda work often does not reach
marginalized groups of young people who do not study and work formally, as well as young
people involved in crime, but in fact they are one of the most more vulnerable to the influence of
radical religious ideology.”?

Many of the radicalized young people have criminal histories and convictions, come from
rough neighborhoods, have profound mental health issues, and their crimes seem to be valued
positively in jihadist violence. This is how they try to overcome their grief.* Asylbek Izbayyrov,
a well-known religious scholar and doctor of historical sciences, says: “Members of extremist
groups in our country are former criminals in prison. Most of those convicted of religious
extremism were citizens who made a living from illegal trading and mediation, while others
made a living from theft and robbery of former racketeers.” °

According to theologian Rasim Chelidze, the method of spreading religious radicalism has
changed from offline to online, the use of social media chats, various virtual games, and the
spreading of religious propaganda and ideology have become a preferred means of extremists.®

For example, in the period from 2013 to 2016, 5 videos with the participation of Kazakh
militants were posted by ISIS on social networks. In addition, amateur videos of people who left
Central Asia to fight in Syria are broadcast on social networks. Unfortunately, the radicals freely
distribute these materials on the social network “BKonraxre”’

In addition, in 2019, 595 Kazakhs, including 406 children, were returned to the country
from Syria under «Zhusan» humanitarian operation. «Zhusan» *humanitarian operation is a
large-scale action aimed at returning Kazakhs from war zones to Syria. «Zhusan» humanitarian
operation is a large-scale action aimed at returning the Kazakhs from war zones to Syria. Experts
and scientists say that the participation of citizens of Kazakhstan and Central Asia countries,
who fought with the radicals, in terrorist activities in the countries of the Middle East poses
a direct threat to the national security of the country. This problem is a large-scale problem
that requires urgent action at the national and international levels. It may seem to ordinary
people that terrorist groups and destructive currents for religious purposes are cut off, but if we
remember the past, the first terrorist attacks in our country began in 2011 in several regions and
continued in Aktobe (western Kazakhstan) in 2016.°

At that time, it was reported that the incidents of religious discord were committed by
representatives of the Salafist movement.'’ Unfortunately, especially for the people of Kazakhstan,
January 5, 2022 began with fear and suffering, our peaceful state was affected, Kazakhstan, which
was an example of peaceful life, was surrounded by anarchy in two days, especially in the city of
Almaty, there were mass riots, the authorities lost control of the city." This event is remembered
as «Qandy Kantar» (the Bloody January) for the people.

Scabar.asia/en/serik-beisembaev-specifics-and-factors-of-the-youth-radicalization-situation-in-kazakhstan
“‘Radicalisation Farhad Khosrokhavar Editions de la maison des sciences de ’homme Google scholar p.10
SAIHTAHYIIBL: «OKCTPEMUCTEPAIH, AEHI - BYPBIHFBI KBIAMBICKEPAEP» https://7-su.kz/m/news/
show/7944/

6/liHn paguKaAM3M: KaKTac >XuHay taciagepi https://aikyn.kz/185155/dini-radikalizm-zhaktas-zhinau-tesilderi
"https://dalanews.kz/minez/dajdzhest/18380-aza-standa-terrorizm-m-selesi-bar-m  Kasakcranaa Teppopusm
Maceaeci 6ap ma?

%0mnepanus «Kycan»: 595 KasaxcraHies Bo3ppalieHsl Ha poanny n3 Cupun https://forbes.kz/news/2020/02/06/
newsid_218453

’PoxoBoe 5 MIOHS: HeM3BECTHbIE ITOAPOOHOCTU Tepakra B Aktobe B 2016 roayhttps://ru.sputnik.kz/20180605/
aktobe-terakt-vospominaniya-5899389.html

“CasadusmHiHKOFaMFaKayTIiKaHAA? Capanrramahttps://informburo.kz/kaz/salafizmn-oama-aup-anday-
saraptama.html

"SHBapcKme COOBITMA: TOAMIIENICKUX OyAyT cyAuth 3a mbiTKuhttps://ulysmedia.kz/news/13406-ianvarskie-
sobytiia-politseiskikh-budut-sudit-za-pytki/
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Methodology

Despite the multidimensionality of the problem, introducing a conceptual and methodological
set that can be used to study any social problem, taking into account the opinions of many
domestic experts about the reasons for radicalization among young people, joining religious
extremist groups, extremist organizations of this phenomenon (religious extremism, radicalism,
political, youth) development and distribution are similar. According to many domestic and
foreign experts, listeners of radical groups are especially young people aged 14-29. At the same
time, modern studies say that the increase in radicalization is connected with the polarizing
effect of social media.

The main problem of the research is to determine the exact role of youth radicalism in
Kazakhstan and to determine the causes.

The research hypothesis is based on the assumption that radical youth groups in modern
Kazakhstan are not independent political entities. External destructive forces are using the youth
to achieve their political goals.

On January 2, several people organized a peaceful demonstration in front of the
administrative building of Zhanaozen, a city rich in oil and gas (western Kazakhstan), to protest
against the increase in gas prices. The protests started in Zhanaozen and spread to other cities
in Kazakhstan, such as Aktobe, Atyrau, Karaganda, Shymkent, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semey,
Ural and Almaty."? Participants in the peaceful march first moved from economic demands to
political demands and demanded the resignation of the government and the first president, Mr.
Nazarbayev. They demanded that Nazarbayev quit politics altogether.”® It should be noted that
Kazakhstan accounts for 40% of the world’s uranium production, including Central Asian oil
and precious metals. However, according to KPMG data, in 2019 only 162 people owned 50% of
the country’s wealth.'

The protest declaration, which began as a peaceful demonstration in Almaty, turned into a
hybrid war, resulting in bloodshed and armed conflict. On January 4, President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev announced that liquefied gas had been reduced by 50 tenge per liter and demanded that
citizens not follow the propaganda of destructive currents.” But lowering the price of gasoline
was only one of the protesters” demands. And people were surprised when they learned that the
gas price problem could be solved, and they were convinced that no one could take responsibility
for it until the president himself intervened. During this tragic event, the activity of the radical
cells, which awoke in January, was very active, say public figures. «Sleeper cells do not pose
an immediate threat, but they are a key element of terrorism that can ‘explode’ at any time.»
During a political or economic crisis, these sleeping cells wake up and begin to claim power.
The particularity of these groups is that they operate underground. No wonder they're called
sleepers. You cannot see them, they are illegal. But they have a strong ability to coordinate, they
have their own leaders and sponsors. When the time comes, they will demand the transfer of
power. Their danger is that they gather people in their sleep. The most suitable situation for them
is crisis, unemployment, uneducated and unstable young people. They extend their capabilities
through these people and they are not limited to one country. It is an international phenomenon
with its own sponsors and spiritual leaders, says Kazakh political scientist Rasul Zhumaly.'®
Although this tragedy has been around for some time, there are still many unknown issues
and there are more questions than answers since those terrible days. The January tragedy led
to a change of government and the resignation of some senior officials. The resignation of the

2Kazakcranbuairi «MeM/eKeTTiKTOHKePiCKeTaATILIHBIC» JKalablara H6acraasihttps://www.azattyq.
org/a/31647213.html

BSluBapcKue COOBITUS: ITOAMUIIEVICKMX OyAyT cyAmuth 3a mnbiTkihttps://ulysmedia.kz/news/13406-ianvarskie-
sobytiia-politseiskikh-budut-sudit-za-pytki/
Yhttps://www.ft.com/content/67568ccc-f64a-4b1b-b757-50c212d51837
BKaceim-’)KomaprTokaesgeMoHcTpaHTTapFayHAeYK0A4aabl  https://www.inform.kz/kz/kasym-zhomart-tokaev-
demonstranttarga-undeu-zholdady_a3881364
IShttps://azattyq-ruhy.kz/society/33778-dini-toptardyn-bilikke-talasy-zhasyryn-uiashyktardyn-oianuy-kylmys-
lemindegilerdin-oirany-sarapshylardyn-kantar-okigasy-turaly-pikiri
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former chairman of the National Security Committee of Kazakhstan, Karim Masimov, was one
of the news that surprised the Kazakh people. By decree of President Kassym-Jomart Tokayeyv,
Karim Massimov was removed from office. After that, a preliminary investigation was opened
against him under the article «Treason Against the State» of part 1 of Article 175 of the Criminal
Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan'” Authorities have officially labeled the past events as coup
attempts.'”® But at the same time, no one reported who needed it. And in society, who is hiding
behind this terrible event? Is it possible to create a truly open society in Kazakhstan? Is it terrorists
or a group of thieves who tried to undermine the integrity of the country, or is it a socio-political
factor in the country that has not been resolved for several years? Perhaps behind this gloomy
event lies the trap of terrorists and extremists from the countries of the Middle East, who at
this very moment have directed their forces towards the country of Kazakhstan, organizing the
«Arab Spring»? Or, according to the information mentioned above, could there be a «Syrian
scenario» in Almaty, the largest city in southern Kazakhstan? Is it terrorists or a group of thieves
who tried to undermine the integrity of the country, or is it a socio-political factor in the country
that has not been resolved for several years? If they are the representatives of radical groups who
organized this horrible event, what type of radical organization is it?

According to the information mentioned above, could there be a «Syrian scenario» in
Almaty, the largest city in southern Kazakhstan? What is the future of Kazakhstan and what
should we do? What can we learn from this tragedy? There is too little information about the
January tragedy. This tragedy, known as «Karaly kantar» or «Black January» in history, was a
terrible event that happened to the citizens of Kazakhstan, and it was not easy for any of them.
between us.

Oneoftheimportantquestionsishow theradical group wasinformed of theincreaseinthe price
of gasoline. Or is it the consequence of many decisions taken without consulting the population?
Public figure Altynbek Sarsenbayuly says, “Due to the too great distance between government
and society, people started to feel like useless objects, and mutual hatred and disgust arose.” “It
is impossible to run the state without harmonizing it with people’s thoughts, conscience, age-old
values, attitudes, free will. There is only one path to reconciliation, which is democratic elections,
fair administration, separation of the judiciary, strengthening the oversight role of parliament.
Only in this system can the state develop in the right way”.""The Prosecutor General’s Office of
the Republic of Kazakhstan noted that «Yakyn Inkar» was involved in the January incident as a
radical group.*This group is recognized as an extremist group in Kazakhstan*When and where
did this group appear? Was he from Syria or Afghanistan or neighboring countries? In addition,
the Prosecutor General’s Office of Kazakhstan announced that the extremist organization «lakyn
Inkar» is a wing of the extremist group «Tabilgi Jamaat», banned in Kazakhstan.*T]» is one of
the most active religious tendencies in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Russia
and China, considered strategic partners of Kyrgyzstan, have recognized this organization as an
extremist group. However, it can be observed that Kyrgyzstan does not impose any restrictions on
the «JT» and pursues an independent policy in the religious field. This organization has its roots
in Pakistan, India and Bangladesh®Renowned Kyrgyz expert theologian Kadyr Malikov «lakyn
Inkar» said that the religious movement of the extremist group emerged in the neighboring

https://www.google.com/search?q=gthtdjlxbré&rlz=1C1GCEU_enKZ983KZ983&o0q=&aqs=chrome.0.69159i45018.
253311j0j7&sourceid=chromeé&ie=UTF-8

Mecsrr crycTsi mocae sIHBapCKMX cOOBITUIL: Bompochl 6e3 orsertoshttps://rus.azattyq.org/a/mesyats-spustya-
posle-yanvarskih-sobytiy-voprosy-bez-otvetov/31691645.html

Kaitparkepaik karuaacst Aateintex Copcenbaity AbIHBIH O¥f 1TiKipaepi Get 15

YKaHTap OKMFaceiHa KaTbICchl Oap «/lakbiH VIHKap» pajnKaaabl YIIbIMbI Typaabl He Oeariai?

2 Emrte 0AHy OpraHM3aLnio IpusHaAn sKcrpeMurckoit B Kasaxcrane https://ru.sputnik.kz/20181012/ehkstremizm-
organizaciya-genprokuratura-7589409.html 3
Zorganizaciya-genprokuratura-7589409.htmlPeaurnoses 06 «laksin Vukap»: «OmacHOCTs B TOM, YTO OHU
OTPUIIAIOT TOCyJapCTBEHHOCTH» https://newtimes.kz/obshchestvo/143850-opasnost-zakliuchaetsia-v-tom-chto-
oni-otritsaiut-gosudarstvennost-religioved-o-iakyn-inkar

BTabanrndxamaar». Uro »T0 3a peaurnosHas opraHusanusi? https://rus.azattyk.org/a/kyrgyzstan-religion-
islam/29501707 html
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country of Kyrgyzstan in the Issykkol region in 2010.**Kazakhstan’s supervisory body said the
aim of this extremist group is to «establish a caliphate» in Kazakhstan, change the constitutional
structure by force and threaten independence. Representatives of this group deny the right to
exist of other religions.* According to a number of experts, after the terrorist attacks of 2011-2012,
especially after the Aktobe incident in 2016, it was shown that there could be large, 50 «sleeper
perpetrators» or more ready to dangerous armed uprisings on the territory of Kazakhstan.*It
should be noted that the state of Kazakhstan constantly fights against terrorism and corruption
every year. The State Action Program against religious extremism and terrorism for 2018-2022
was adopted in the Republic of Kazakhstan, the total funding of which is 270 billion 148 million
tenge (696.389 million US dollars).”

Despite the measures taken in the form of programs aimed at strengthening national
identity, improving the quality of education, employment and improving the well-being of the
population, the question arises whether the funds allocated to these two areas do not always
produce results?

The findings from the data
For our part, we conducted a survey, particularly among young people aged 18 to 30 and a
little older, in order to obtain answers to the above-mentioned topical questions.

Baw crartyc
432 responses

@ Cryaent ( Bakanaep, MarucTpaHT, QoK. ..
@ Cryxawwii (-an)

O BeapaboTHuli (-an)

@ NpeanpuHumarens

@ Patoraio Ha cebs

@ Crygenr ( Bakanaep, MarucTpanT, AoK. ..
@ Mpenopasarens

@ W ctyneHT v paborato

1712V

#KaHTapokurachiHakaThich! Gap «Vakbia VIHKap» paaguKkaaablyisIMbITypaast He eariai? https://bugin.kz/22798-
ganhtar-ogighasyna-qatysy-bar-yakyn-inkar-radikaldy-uyymy-turaly-ne-belgili

#KaHTapoKMFachIHaKaTHICH Oap «JaksH VIHKap» paguKaAABIYIBIMBITYpaabl He OGeariai? https://bugin.kz/22798-
qanhtar-ogighasyna-qatysy-bar-yakyn-inkar-radikaldy-uyymy-turaly-ne-belgili

*Menaxosna H. Kro cranosurcst teppopucrom B Kasaxcrane? [Daexrponnsii pecypc]. URL: http://www.
stanradar.com/news/full/21487-kto-stanovitsja-terroristom-vkazahstane.html
Zhttps://kabar.asya/ru/fight-with-extremism-in-kazakhstan- where-millions are leaving
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Baw Bospact ?
433 responses

@ 18-22

® 23-27

® 28-30

@ crapuwe 30
@ 1722

® 25

Of those who answered the question, 60.3% said terrorists were behind the event, while 32.8%
said it was not.

CunTaeTe I Bbl, UTO K AHBAPCKOW TpareAum NpuyacTHbl MeXAyHapoaHble TeppopucTbl 1

PENUTNO3HbIE pafUKanbl - ﬁaH,D,MTbI, KOTOpbIe ...0Nb30BanuCb MUTUHIYHOLWLMMU KaK XUBbIM I.I.I,HTOM?
433 responses

@ na

® Her

@ He sHato

@ BosvoxHo

@ Bo3moxHo

® He 3ha0

® Heanaw

@ Ectb BeposTHOCTB, HO Bonblue HeT Ye...

14 W

It is apparent from the responses of citizens who participated in the survey that there was fear
and anxiety in the minds of the majority.
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Kak noBnuana Ha Bac AHBapcKana Tparegus B KasaxcTtaHe?
433 responses

Crpax 1 yxac 236 (54.5%)
cTpecc 1 genpeccus 128 (29.6%)

3aTpoHyno, HO He 3Ha4uTen... 136 (31.4%)
CoxaneHwe 410 MUTUHr nep...}—1 (0.2%)
BonHenue}—1 (0.2%)
BpoxHoBuNo Ha «HoBbIM» Ka...}—1 (0.2%)
370 6bIn HeuabexHoe cobbIT... |—1 (0.2%)
HeT yBepeHHocTH B Byaywemj—1 (0.2%)
Hukak He nosnuanal—1 (0.2%)
B Becnopsigkax ckoHyancs p...J—1 (0.2%)
Creig v natpuotuamj—1 (0.2%)
CT1pax, v B T xe Bpems, Ha...}—1 (0.2%)
NOBAWSNO He ToNbKo Mopan... f—1 (0.2%)
cTpax v ctpeccl—1 (0.2%)
HenoHumaHwe, BonHenue, n...J—1 (0.2%)
MNepexuBanwe, covyscTeue,... 1 (0.2%)
Hukak}—1 (0.2%)
A 6bin B Apyroi cTpaxe, Ho...}—1 (0.2%)
Hapexaa Ha nepemeHsl}—1 (0.2%)
Huuero He wyscTBoBanaj—1 (0.2%)
He satponynof—1 (0.2%)
He enuaAnof—1 (0.2%)
BosAncA BeIXOAUTb, HO M3MeH... |1 (0.2%)

0 50 100 150 200 250

In the 1990s, after independence, after the adoption of the law «On Freedom of Religious Belief
and Religious Associations» in Kazakhstan, many of our young people went to the countries of
the Middle East, to Afghanistan, in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to receive a spiritual education.

According to Kazakh experts, the young people of these countries, in addition to basic
knowledge of the Koran and Islam, have absorbed things foreign to the traditional Islamic
form of the Kazakh people, learned about other religions, other cultures and lifestyles. In fact,
the number of citizens who divorce their wives with a single word «talag» has increased in
society. One of the surprising things is that our experts, theologians and political scientists do not
understand the risk of radical religious opinions entering the very young republic.

Another important point to mention is Salafist and Wahhabi tendencies or takfir banned in
Kazakhstan? According to religious scholars, Salafists dominate cell phone sales, mainly phone
repair, car sales and auto parts sales. In Kazakhstan, they pay more attention to sports like
archery, wrestling and equestrian sports.?®

In Kazakhstan, there is also the problem of the recruitment of citizens serving prison
sentences into religious movements.

The southern and western regions of the country are the most vulnerable in terms of
radicalization to join the ranks of terrorists. The main target group for recruitment into the ranks
of foreign fighters are young people between the ages of 14 and 29.%

For example, according to Asylbek Izbayyrov, a well-known political scientist and religious
scholar, young people who are in the middle of crime turn the wrong way in prison, and the
criminal of yesterday turns out to be religious today. In general, it is difficult for a person to

B /liHn paguKaAU3M: KaKTacKMHayTaciagepi https://aikyn.kz/185155/dini-radikalizm-zhaktas-zhinau-tesilderi/
#B tioppmax Kazaxcrana HacautsisaeTcst 60aee 400 ocy>KA€HHBIX 3a DKCTPeMU3M U TeppopusM https://kaztag.kz/
ru/news/v-tyurmakh-kazakhstana-naschityvaetsya-bolee-400-osuzhdennykh-za-ekstremizm-i-terrorizm
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become a religious extremist, but in prisons the process of recruitment into the negative trend
continues.?According to S. Beysembaev, radicalization based on Salafist-jihad ideology is
often observed among marginalized young people and mainly among those who were in a life
crisis due to socio-economic upheaval or incompetence before adopting the radical ideology,
and stemmed from a failure to adapt to the new conditions of systemic changes in the post-
Soviet space.” According to statistics, more than 80% of those convicted of religious extremism
and terrorism in Kazakhstan are officially unemployed.**The question of whether Salafism and
Wahhabism should be considered as two different positions in society has not yet been resolved.
In 2016, the number of followers of Salafism in Kazakhstan was estimated at around 15,000, but
official authorities did not specify them.*

Among those who react to the spread of religious extremism, 57.3% indicate low religious
literacy.

KakoBa npuyKnHa pacnpocTpaHeHUA PeIMrMO3HOrro aKCTpeM1U3mMa B KasaxcTtaHe?
433 responses

HW3KkuiA ypoBEHL PENUIMO3H. ..

Koppynuusa

MHTepHET - pacnpocTpaHeH. ..

HepeleHHble coynanbHo-3K. ..
B cBAzK ¢ HECBOEBPEMEHHDI. ..
Bezpabortuua cpeaun monoge...
BnusHWe OCHOBHBLIX OecTpyK...
HeratneHoe BNUAHWE UHAO. ..

B CBSA3M C HeCcBoeBpeMeHH.!... 2 (0.5%)

He 6eina chakTa Toro 4rto aT...}—1 (0.2%)

1 (0.2%)
PenwrnosHoro akctpemuama... |—1 (0.2%)
CNULLKOM cunbHoe ero pacn... 1 (0.2%)
He 3Ha |—1 (0.2%)

- 248 (57.3%

104 (24%)
164 (37.9%)
126 (29.1%)

102 (23.6%)

131 (30.3%)

112 (25.9%)
157 (36.3%)
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Among those who react to the spread of religious extremism, 57.3% indicate low religious literacy.

If we consider another scenario of the event of «Karaly Kantar», there are opinions that it
is a conflict of internal elites. For example, he says that the elite who grew up in Kazakhstan for
30 years faced a conflict of interests, and the enemy did not come from outside, and an unfair
economic model is created for 30 years, depending only on raw materials. According to expert A.
According to Grozin, «One of the reasons for the low effectiveness of the fight against terrorism
is the long-term struggle between the elite clans of Kazakhstan. In this fight, terrorist groups like
(Aktobe Salafist Jamaat) can also be used to fight rivals”.*

PATHTAHYIIBL: «OKCTPEMUCTEPAIH AEHI - BYPBHIHFBI KBI/IMBICKEP/EP» https://7-su.kz/m/news/
show/7944/

*ICepuk beticembaes: Criertuduka 1 pakTOphl pasuKaansanny MoaoAexu B ycaosusix Kasaxcrana https://cabar.
asia/ru/serik-bejsembaev-spetsifika-i-faktory-radikalizatsii-molodezhi-v-usloviyah-kazahstana
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Xponuxku Teppopa B Kasaxcrane: moueMy BAaCTy A0ATO He IPU3HABAAY YTPO3Y
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In the survey, respondents highlighted the low level of human rights as well as the highest
indicators of ineffective national policy, corruption, and social and economic protest.

Conclusion

The people of our country who live in peace did not expect such a dark event to occur in
early January. The incident in January has been a huge economic diversity between the poor and
the rich, between the government and the people, the social inequalities, the political economic
situation of oil, gas, underground wealth, mineral resources has been absolutely revealed to the
people.Although it is the lack of transparency, the dependence on raw materials and imports,
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the fight against deep-rooted corruption, ineffective politics, the inability of young people to find
themselves in society, and opposition to any form of modern slavery, this event will go down
in history as the people who endured it for many years demanding political change from the
government was a purely political uprising.

Despite the measures taken to strengthen national identity, improve the quality of education,
employment and increase the well-being of the population, the reason why this terrible event
has a hybrid terrorist character is the role and I he influence of politicized Islam in recent years,
the geographical expansion and regional and local armed conflicts in the world, the geopolitical
situation has become an important factor and Kazakhstan, as a leader of the Central Asian region,
has faced security threats aimed at destabilization.

The state of Kazakhstan occupies a special place on the world map due to its underground
natural resources and the fact that it is a rapidly developing country. In our opinion, there are
several reasons for the spread of terrorist organizations in Kazakhstan. At first, the authorities
recognized terrorism as an external threat and considered that only international terrorist
organizations could exist in the country. However, in the current situation, it can be seen that
the deep spread of extremist organizations created to carry out terrorist activities has gradually
stabilized and it is noticed that religious radicalism has remained durably in Kazakh society.

After the destruction of the main armed forces in Syria, the attention of terrorists and
international extremists may have shifted to the states of Central Asia. In addition, the states
of Central Asia have a very significant geopolitical importance due to the presence of energy
resources. However, the proximity of Central Asian states to unstable and conflict areas risks
aggravating the situation. In our opinion, especially in the nearest neighboring country of
Kyrgyzstan, especially in the southern regions, underground terrorist groups have formed in
recent years.

At the same time, the constant political crisis and socio-economic crises in the neighboring
country, Kyrgyzstan, are likely to affect our country. We must not forget the cells of the Taliban
and ISIL in this country, as well as the actions of certain terrorist organizations trained in
neighboring Afghanistan. Another reason for the spread of terrorist and extremist groups is that
foreign religions use the Internet and various messengers to carry out their propaganda and
ideologies, especially among young people. Therefore, through the global information space,
young people begin to accept ideas of social justice and the need to establish it on their own,
instead of respecting the institutions of power, which are initially seen as unfair and illegitimate.
Despite the defeat of the so-called «Islamic State», its ideology of radical Islamism has not yet
been completely destroyed.

Unfortunately, in most cases, some young people learn about religion from questionable
booklets consisting of three or four pages and fall into many errors and criminal misdeeds. In
our view, the threat of radical and extremist forces in Kazakhstan is an important factor for the
stability of the whole region, of Central Asia.

In addition, the important reasons for the spread of radical groups are the emergence of
marginalized groups in the country, the decline in the quality of secular education, especially
the poor quality of education in schools in rural areas, the rise of informal Islamic communities
which have nothing to do with the religious administration, and the fact that these informal
communities receive financial aid from abroad, at the same time, the propaganda of these
associations, in particular, directed towards migrant workers, socially inferior groups in rural
areas, their activation and attempts to enter the power structures of groups close to the collective
structure, and the generalization of the use of religion for political competition, cause the spread
radical groups.

Several radical religious groups target young people capable of economic and political
careers to spread their ideology and are likely to actively support their promotion to public
office, including law enforcement. In our view, the penetration of purveyors of radical religious
ideas into the structures of state power may constitute a particular danger for Kazakhstan.

BECTHUVK Espasuiickozo HAWuoHaAbH020 YHusepcumema umenu /.H. I'ymuresa. Ne 4(145)/2023
Cepus Ioaumuueckue nayxu. Pezuonosedernue. Bocmoxosederiue. Ttoprorozus.
BULLETIN of L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University. Political science. Regional studies. Oriental studies. Turkology Series

59



K.K. Karymsakova, B.A. Nuralina, A.U. Nussipova

References

1. Dapapg /JAemon 06 yrposax TeppopusMa B LlenTtpaapHoit Asun u 3a ee rpegeiaMmn. [DAeKTpoH.
pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://www.caa-network.org/archives/14501 (aaTa obpamenus: 10.03.2022).

2. Kaszaxcrangarsl AiHnn axyaa >kaHe VIM. [Daextpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://www.azattyq.
org/a/kazakhstan_round_table_islamic_state_religious_situation/27363852.html (aaTa oOparreHms:
10.03.2022).

3. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: cabar.asia/en/serik-beisembaev-specifics-and-factors-of-the-
youth-radicalization-situation-in-kazakhstan (a4aTa oopamienns: 10.03.2022).

4. Radicalisation Farhad Khosrokhavar Editions de la maison des sciences de I'homme Google
scholar p.10. [DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://www.editions-msh.fr/livre/radicalisation/ (saTa
obpamenns: 19.06.2023).

5. JiHTaHyIIBL: «DKCTPEMUCTEPAiH AeHi - OYPBIHFBI KbLAMBICKepAep». [DaeKTpoH.pecypc]. — 2022.
— URL: https://7-su.kz/m/news/show/7944/

6. Jinm pagukaamsm: >kakrac >kmHay Taciagepi https://aikyn.kz/185155/dini-radikalizm-zhaktas-
zhinau-tesilderi (aata oopameny: 23.02.2023).

7. Kaszakcranga reppopusm Maceaeci 6ap ma? [Daexrpon.pecypc]. —2022. — URL:

https://dalanews.kz/minez/dajdzhest/18380-aza-standa-terrorizm-m-selesi-bar-m (aara oOpareHs:
22.02.2023).

8. Omnepanus «Kycan»: 595 kasaxcTaHIies BO3BpallleHbl Ha poauHy n3 Cupnm [DaeKTpoH.pecypc].
—2022. — URL:https://forbes.kz/news/2020/02/06/newsid_218453 (aata obparmenn:: 22.02.2023).

9. PokoBoe 5 mrons: HemsBecTHble HOApoOHOCTH TepakTa B AktoOe B 2016 roay. [Daextpon.
pecypc]. — 2022. — URL:https://ru.sputnik.kz/20180605/aktobe-terakt-vospominaniya-5899389.html (saTa
obpammenns: 25.03.2022).

10. CaaadusmHiH KoFaMFa Kaymi KaHaai? [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL:https://informburo.kz/
kaz/salafizmn-oama-aup-anday-saraptama.html (aata obparmenn: 28.06.2023).

11. SlaBapckme COOBITHA: IMOAUIIEIICKMX OyAyT CyAMTH 3a IBITKM [DaekTpon.pecypc]. — 2022.
— URL: https://ulysmedia.kz/news/13406-ianvarskie-sobytiia-politseiskikh-budut-sudit-za-pytki/ (aaTa
obpamenns: 15.09.2021).

12. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://www.ft.com/content/67568ccc-f64a-4b1b-b757-
50c212d51837 (aata obparmenn:: 10.01.2023).
[Daexrpon.pecypc]. - 2022. - URL: https://www.ft.com/content/67568ccc-t64a-4b1b-b757-

50c212d51837 (aara oOpamenus: 02.06.2023). [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://www.ft.com/
content/67568ccc-f64a-4b1b-b757-50c212d51837 (aaTa obpamenus: 28.06.2023).

13. Au Kazakhstan, plus de 450 arrestations apres les émeutes meurtrieres du début de l'année.
[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL:https://www.france24.com/fr/asie-pacifique/20220122-kazakhstan-
plus-450-arrestations-apr%C3%A8s-les-%C3%A9meutes-meurtri%C3%A8res-du-d %C3%A9but-de-1-
ann%C3%A9e (aara obpamenns: 28.06.2023).

Kacpim-)KomapT TokaeB geMoHCTpaHTTapra YHAeY Koagaabl. [DaexkrpoH.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL:
https://www.inform.kz/kz/kasym-zhomart-tokaev-demonstranttarga-undeu-zholdady_a3881364 (aaTa
obpammenns: 22.02.2022).

14. «Jlinu TonTapAblH O1MAiKKe Taaackl, JKaChIPBIH YVAIIBIKTapABIH OSHYEI, KBLAMBIC 91eMiHAeriaepain
OlipaHbI»: CapalilbldapAblH KaHTap OKMUFAChl TypaAbl iKipi

[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://azattyq-ruhy.kz/society/33778-dini-toptardyn-bilikke-
talasy-zhasyryn-uiashyktardyn-oianuy-kylmys-lemindegilerdin-oirany-sarapshylardyn-kantar-okigasy-
turaly-pikiri (aaTa obpamenm: 02.06.2023).

15. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. —2022. — URL: https://www.google.com/search?q=gthtdjlxbré&rlz=1C1GCEU_
enKZ983KZ983&o0q=&aqs=chrome.0.69159i45018.253311j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 (aaTa
obpamenns: 26.05.2023).

16. Mecsi1i crrycTs I1ocAe ssHBaPCKMX COOBITHIA: BOTPOCH Oe3 0TBeToB. [DaexTpon.pecypc].—2022. —URL:
https://rus.azattyq.org/a/mesyats-spustya-posle-yanvarskih-sobytiy-voprosy-bez-otvetov/31691645.html
(aaTa obpamenet: 06.11.2022).

17. Kanrap oxuracel»: KazaboaranaapTizimi. A3aTTBIK apHaiibl >KOOaHBI TaHBICTBIPABI. [DAEKTpPOH.
pecypc]. - 2022. - URL: https://www.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-list-of-january-events-
victims/31878174.html (aara ob6parenn:: 29.05.2023).

18. KanTap cabarrr: 6ac mpokypop ecert 6epai. [Daekrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://zanmedia.
kz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2G2022-21.pdf (aaTa obpamenus: 02.06.2023).

60 Ne 4(145)/2023 A.H. Tymures amvindazol Eypasus yammuix yrnusepcumeminivy, XABAPIIBICHI.
Cascu zoirvimoap. Aiimaxmany. Lvizoicmarny. Typximarny cepusicol
ISSN: 2616-6887, eISSN:2617-605X8



The threat of religious radicalism in Kazakhstan over the period of 2011-2022

19. KaripaTkepaik xarngacsl Aatsinoex Copcenbariy AbIHBIH 0¥ Iikipaepi 6et 15. [DaexTpon.pecypc].
—2022. — URL: https://prezi.com/p/nblijsytsbi2/presentation/ (4aTa o6pamenmt: 29.05.2023).

20. Kaurap okurachiHa Katbickl Gap «Makem VHKap» paaMKaadblyitbIMBITYpadbl He Geariai?
[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://bugin.kz/22798-qanhtar-oqgighasyna-qatysy-bar-yakyn-inkar-
radikaldy-uyymy-turaly-ne-belgili (aara oopammenmns: 23.04.2022).

21. Emje oAHy OopraHM3alMIO IIPU3HAAU 9KCTpeMUTcKol B Kazaxcrane. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022.
— URL: https://ru.sputnik.kz/20181012/ehkstremizm-organizaciya-genprokuratura-7589409.html (aara
obpamenns: 13.04.2022).

22. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: organizaciya-genprokuratura-7589409.html Peanruoseg
06 «/axpin VHkap»: «OHacHOCTh B TOM, YTO OHU OTPUIAIOT TOCYAApPCTBEHHOCTb» (4aTa OOpaleHus:
23.04.2022).

23. Tabaurnsxamaar». Uto 910 3a peanrnosHas opranmnsanysa? [DaekrpoH.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL:
https://rus.azattyk.org/a/kyrgyzstan-religion-islam/29501707 .html (aata obpamenms: 19.07.2022).

24. KaHTap OKHMFacbhlHa KaTBICHI Oap «akpia Vukap» paamxaaapl YUBIMBI Typaabl He Oeariai?
[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://bugin.kz/22798-qanhtar-oqgighasyna-qatysy-bar-yakyn-inkar-
radikaldy-uyymy-turaly-ne-belgili (1aTa obparmenus: 23.04.2022).

25. KanrapokurachiHakatbichl  Gap «Vakpi VIHKap»  pajuKaaAblyiibIMbITypaasl He Oeariai?
[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://bugin.kz/22798-qanhtar-oqgighasyna-qatysy-bar-yakyn-inkar-
radikaldy-uyymy-turaly-ne-belgili (aara oopamenmns: 23.04.2022).

26. Menakosuu H. Kro cranosurcsa teppopucrom B Kaszaxcrane? [Daexrtpon.pecypc]. — 2022.
— URL: http://www.stanradar.com/news/full/21487-kto-stanovitsja-terroristom-vkazahstane.html (aara
obpamenus: 02.06.2023).

27. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://kabar.asya/ru/fight-with-extremism-in-kazakhstan-
where-millions are leaving(saTta o6pamenm: 23.04.2023).

28. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: Ainn pagukaamsm: >KakrackuHaytaciagepihttps://aikyn.
kz/185155/dini-radikalizm-zhaktas-zhinau-tesilderi/ (aara oopamenn: 23.02.2023).

29. B Tiopsmax Kazaxcrana nacunteiBaercsi 0oaee 400 OCy>KAeHHBIX 3a DKCTPEMU3M U TePPOPUIM
[DaexTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/v-tyurmakh-kazakhstana-naschityvaetsya-
bolee-400-osuzhdennykh-za-ekstremizm-i-terrorizm (garta ooparenns: 21.09.2023).

30. dinTaHyIIbL: «9KCTpeMUCTePAiH deHi - OypPBIHFEI KbLAMbBICKepAep» [DaekTpon.pecypc]. — 2022. —
URL: https://7-su.kz/m/news/show/7944/ (aata obparmenn:: 11.04.2023).

31. Cepux Dbeitcembaes: Crnermmduka u (PakTOphl pasuKaAM3aliu MOJAOAEXKU B YCAOBIAX
Kazaxcrana. [Daexrpon.pecypc]. —2022. - URL: https://cabar.asia/ru/serik-bejsembaev-spetsifika-i-faktory-
radikalizatsii-molodezhi-v-usloviyah-kazahstana (1aTa o6pamenms: 11.04.2023).

32. Xpouukn teppopa B Kazaxcrane: moyemy BAacTU AOATO He IIpU3HaBaAM YIpo3y. [DAeKTpOH.
pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://zhasalash.kz/sayasat/qantar-qasiretin-zhasagan-jagyn-inkar-qandaj-
ujym-19490.html (aaTa oOpamenms: 23.04.2022).

33. I'posun A. Kaszaxcran u yrpossl MCAaMUCTCKOTO pajMKaaAu3Ma U DKCTpeMusMa. [DAeKTpoH.
pecypc]. — 2022. — URL: https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/kazahstan-i-ugrozy-islamistskogo-radikalizma-i-
ekstremizma (gaTa obpamenns: 23.04.2022).

K.K. Kappimcakosa', b.A. Hypaanna? A.Y. Hycunosa®
'Abair amwuindazor Kasax yammork nedazozukarols yuusepcumemi, Aavmamol, Kasaxcman
’Kasax memaexemmix Kypuviavic xane Cayrem axademuscol, Aamamol, Kasaxcman
SXarvikaparvix 6iaim bepy Kopnopayuscl, Aamamet, Kasaxcman

KasakcTraHaarel 4iHI paauKaau3sM MaceaelepiH 3epTTeyaiH e3eKTiairi

Angparna. Makaaaga OyTriHri TaHAaFbl AiHM paAMKaAM3MHIH KaTepi Typaabl Ce3 KO3Fadaabl.
Toyeaci3AiKTiH aafallIKel KblAAapbl MeMAeKeTiMi3 3allbIpAbl MeMAeKeT OOABIII OPHBIKKaHHaH KeliiH Tepic
AIHM arbIMAapAblH aliMaK-aliMaKKa TapaAybl, XaAbIKTBIH CaHaCbIHa JKeTyi MeMAeKeTiMi3AiH TyTacThIFbIHA
HYKCaH KeATipTeHi Typaabl TaAKbIAaHBII, pajauKaaAbl TONTapAbIH KaligaH IIBIKKaHBI TypaaAbl Co3
Kosfraaaabl. Vicaam aiHiH OypKeHreH pajuKaaAAbl TOHTapAbIH HacuXaTbl MeH IA€0AOTUACHI MHTepPHeT
apKBLABI TapalybIHBIH ceOenTepiHe aHaaus kacaaaabl. ConpiMeH Oipre, Tapuxra «Kapaabl KaHTap» gereH
aTIleH KaaraH Kaciper KasakcraH asaMaTTapbIHBIH OacbhlHaH KeIIKeH >KaHTYpPIIirepAik OKHUFara aHaAm3
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Oepiseai. CasadpurTik-KmhaaTelK mAeoA0rMsAra HeTizgeAreH pajgukaajaHy KeDiHece MapruHadJdaHFaH
JKacTap apachblHJa TapaAybIHBIH ceDelTepi >KoHe >KacTapAblH AiHM DKCTPEMUCTIK Tepic arbIMAaphl
KaOblaJaybIHBIH ceOeniTepi Typaasl aliThLAaAbL.

Tyiiia cesgep: Paankaansm, AiHu KCTpeMm3M, KaHABI KaHTap, >Kacrap.

K.K. Kapeimcakosa’, b.A. Hypaanua?, A.Y. Hycunosa®
IKasaxcxutl HAUOHAAbHLIL nedazozuteckuti yHusepcumen umetu Adas, Aamamu, Kasaxcman
?Kasaxcxas zocydapcmeeras axademus CrpoumeAbemea u apxumexmypul, Aamamui, Kasaxcman
SMexoynapodnas obpasosamervtas xopnopauus, Aavamet, Kasaxcman

AKTyaabHOCTD U3y4eHNsI Hpo0aeM peAUTO3HOro pagukaansma B Kasaxcrane

AnHoTanms. JaHHasi CTaThs 3aTparnpaeT TeMY YTPO3bl PeAUTTIO3HOTO pajaKaA3Ma Ha CeTOAHSIITHII
AeHb. A B YaCTHOCTHM, B Hell paccKas3blBaeTCsd O PacIpOCTPaHEeHUM AeCTPYKTUBHBIX PeAUTMO3HBIX
TedeHn1 Ha Tepputopun KazaxcraHa, B IepBble oAbl HE3aBMICHMOCTH, IIOCA€ YTBeP>KAeHMs CTPaHbl KaK
CBETCKOE IOCyJapCTBO, O IIPOHMKHOBEHUM STUX PEAUTMO3HBIX TEUEeHUI B CO3HaHMe AI0Aell, Bpeje AAs
11e/I0CTHOCTH HalIllell CTpaHBl I MecTe 3apOKAEHM:s pasuKaAbHBIX Tpymil. ITposogurcst aHaans npuanH
IponaraHAbl U pacIpoOCTpaHeHUs UAe0A0TUY MCAaMCKIX PasuKaAbHBIX TPYHIL. A TakKe, aeTcs aHaAu3
CTPAIITHOTO COOBITUS M3BeCTHOe Kak «KpoBaBblil sIHBapb», IOCTUTIIIEe Ka3aXCTaHIIEB 3MMOI IIPOIII0TO
roga. Ob6cy:K4aloTcs MPUYMHEL, IO KOTOPBIM pajMKaAu3alus Ha OCHOBe caaapUTCKO-AXKIXaAMCTCKOI
MACOAOTUH YacTO pacHpOCTPaHsLTC CpeArt MapTMHAAM30BaHHOM MOAOAEXKM, U IIPUYMHEI, II0 KOTOPBIM
MOAOJEXb CcAeayeT DKCTPEMIUCTCKUM TeUEeHISIM.

Kalouesnble caoBa: PagnkaamsM, peAUTMO3HEIN DKCTPEMU3M, KPOBaBbIIL SIHBaph, MOA0AEXb.
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